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Research objectives

Q Gain insight into how Australians and New Zealanders perceive the church today, comparing key
shifts against the 2022 data

Explore concepts regarding the church’s role that actively resonate with everyday Australians
and New Zealanders

Understand current sentiment and awareness towards the Seventh-day Adventist church
across both nations

0 Compare the gap between the church'’s perceived relevancy and desired impact

Explore opportunities for the Seventh-day Aduventist church to better understand and respond to
community needs



Research methodology

The survey was in field from the 26t February to the 18th March 2026.

The suruvey collected 1,530 responses from across Australia, and 1,008 responses from across
New Zealand.

For the purposes of analysis in this presentation, Australian responses are recorded in orange,
and New Zealand responses in blue.




Respondent demographics - Australia

Gender @ Male @ Fermale

State

NSw 3%
vic I 25%
QLD I 20%
wA [ 1%
sA [ 7%
TAs [l 2%
ACT [ 2%
NT H1%

Generation

[
s
&

61-79

_ 23%



Respondent demographics - New Zealand

Gender @ Male @ Female Generation

49% 51%

State

North Region

Baby Boomers
61-79

I 2

South Region
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The religious landscape of Australia
and New Zealand



WHAT RELIGION DO YOU CURRENTLY
PRACTICE OR IDENTIFY WITH? None - | do not identify with any religion or

AUSTRALIA spiritual belief

Christianity (Catholic/Orthodox)

@ 2026 (n=1,530)

sz Christianity (Protestant/Evangelical)
| have spiritual beliefs but | don't identify with
any religion
Buddhism
AUS- 31% no religion
Hinduism
Judaism

Other (please specify)




WHAT RELIGION DO YOU CURRENTLY
PRACTICE OR IDENTIFY WITH?

NEW ZEALAND

@ 2026 (n=1,008)
@ 2022 (n=996)

NZ-34% no religion

None - | do not identify with any religion or
spiritual belief

Christianity (Protestant/Evangelical)

| have spiritual beliefs but | don't identify with
any religion

Christianity (Catholic/Orthodox)

Hinduism

Buddhism

Islam

Judaism

Other (please specify)




HOW FREQUENTLY DO YOU ATTEND A CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SERVICE (EITHER ONLINE OR IN PERSON)?

AUSTRALIA

Weekly

Fortnightly

Monthly

Quarterly

Annually

Less than annually

| do not attend a religious service

6%

6%

] I I
&

31%
attend

at least
monthly

@® 2026 (n=1,530)

® 2022 (n=1,501)



HOW FREQUENTLY DO YOU ATTEND A CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SERVICE (EITHER ONLINE OR IN PERSON)?

NEW ZEALAND

Weekly

Fortnightly

Monthly

Quarterly

Annually

Less than annually

| do not attend a religious service

@ 2026 (n=1,008)

24%%
attend

at least
monthly

3%

4%

4%

7%

48%

@® 2022 (n=996)



Younger generations are more likely to attend
Christian religious services

HOW FREQUENTLY DO YOU ATTEND A CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SERVICE (EITHER ONLINE OR IN
PERSON)?
At least monthly @ Australia (n=1,530) @ New Zealand (n=1,008)

3

¢ O
\ "~ 4 -

GenY Gen X Baby Boomers

42°% 21% 17%

27%0 22% 18%

New Zealand




WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOUR CURRENT ATTITUDES TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY?

@ Australia (n=1,530) @ New Zealand (n=1,008)

| consider myself a Christian

| believe in Christianity, but don't consider myself a Christian

| believe much of Christianity, but still have some significant doubts

| believe in the ethics and values of Christianity but | don't practice
Christianity in any way

| believe Christians and churches should have religious freedoms, but |
don't want to be involved

| have some issues with Christianity and it isn't for me

I've got strong reservations about Christianity and | have no interest in it

I'm passionately opposed to Christianity



HOW OPEN ARE YOU TO ATTENDING A CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SERVICE (IN-PERSON OR ONLINE)?
AUSTRALIA

@ 2026 (n=637) @ 2022 (n=817)

Extremely open

38% vs 40%

Open to
attending

Very open

Somewhat open

Slightly open

Not at all open



HOW OPEN ARE YOU TO ATTENDING A CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SERVICE (IN-PERSON OR ONLINE)?
NEW ZEALAND

@ 2026 (n=487) @ 2022 (n=515)

Extremely open

370/0 VS 460/0

Open to
attending

Very open

Somewhat open

Slightly open

Not at all open



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
AUSTRALIA (N=1,530)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively | am unfamiliar

Catholic
Highest % feel positive
alvation Army
Anglican
Baptist
Uniting
Jehovah's Witnesses 14% 56%

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)

Seventh-day Adventist

Pentecostal




WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
AUSTRALIA (N=1,530)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively | am unfamiliar

Catholic 50% 36%

51% 25%

Salvation Army

Anglican 46% 27%

Baptist 36%

Uniting 35%
Highest % do not feel positive jehovah's Wit
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormd
Seventh-day Adventist

Pentecostal



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
AUSTRALIA (N=1,530)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively | am unfamiliar

Catholic 50% 36%

51% 25%

Salvation Army

Anglican 46%% 27%

Baptist 36%

Uniting 35%

Jehovah's Witnesses 14%%

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)

16%

Seventh-day Adventist 17%

Pentecostal 20%

Highest % | am unfamiliar



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
NEW ZEALAND (N=1,008)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively @ | am unfamiliar

Salvation Army 28%

Highest % feel positive

Catholic

Anglican

Baptist

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) 14%

Jehovah's Witnesses 1% 53% 36%

Seventh-day Adventist 14% 37% 49%

Pentecostal 15%

Uniting 10%



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
NEW ZEALAND (N=1,008)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively @ | am unfamiliar

Salvation Army 48% 24%% 28%
Catholic 37% 41% 22%
Anglican 38% 27% 35%
Baptist 34% 28% 39%
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) 14% 36%
I G
ngheSt % do not feel pOSItIVE Jehovah's Witnesses 1% 53% 36%

Seventh-day Adventist 14% 37% 49%
Pentecostal 15% 62%

Uniting R[N 13%



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOU?
NEW ZEALAND (N=1,008)

@ | am familiar with and feel positively @ | am familiar and do not feel positively @ | am unfamiliar

Salvation Army 48% 24%% 28%

Catholic 37% 41% 22%

Anglican 38% 27% 35%
Baptist 34% 28% 39%
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) 36%
Jehovah's Witnesses [REETS 53% 36%
Seventh-day Adventist 49%

Pentecostal 62%

e —

Highest % | am unfamiliar
Uniting




WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING

CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH Cabhelie 86%
OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES 80%
YOU?

O,
| AM FAMILIAR WITH AND FEEL POSITIVELY/I Salvation Army 75%
AM FAMILIAR AND DO NOT FEEL POSITIVELY 73%
AUSTRALIA . 23%

Anglican
71%
@ 2026 (n=1,530) 70%

® 2022 (n=1501) Jehovah's Witnesses

65%

Baptist o
I s 62%
56% of population are Uniting =
famlllar Wlth AdventISt The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 62%
church in Australia. (Mormons)
LYA/)
Pentecostal 48%

46%%



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING
CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH

Catholic
OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES
YOuU?
| AM FAMILIAR WITH AND FEEL POSITIVELY/I Salvation Army

AM FAMILIAR AND DO NOT FEEL POSITIVELY

NEW ZEALAND
Anglican

@ 2026 (n=1,008)

@ 2022 (n=996) Jehovah's Witnesses

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
(Mormons)

51% of population are Baptist S5

familiar with Adventist -:.
Seventh-day Adventist 51%

church in New Zealand.
38%

Pentecostal

Uniting



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST
DESCRIBES YOU? - SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
N=1,530

21%

y3% Younger generations feel more positive

| am familiar with and feel positively

| am familiar and do not feel positively
44%%

49%

48%

| am unfamiliar
45%

40%

W Gen Z (18-31) B Gen Y (32-46) 1 Gen X (47-61) Baby Boomers (62-80)



WHEN THINKING OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCH DENOMINATIONS, WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST
DESCRIBES YOU? - SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
N=1,008

20%
Younger generations feel more positive

| am familiar with and feel positively

| am familiar and do not feel positively

53%

49%
| am unfamiliar

46%

B Gen Z (18-31) B Gen Y (32-46) H Gen X (47-61) Baby Boomers (62-80)



POLL Q1 & Q2



Perceived benefits of the church



WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS THE BENEFIT OF CHURCHES TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY?
AUSTRALIA

PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY. @ 2026 (n=1530) @ 2022 (n=1,501)

56%
55%

Helping those in need

)
Provides people with hope 56%

50%

55%
50%

Provides social connection

(¢)
Provides spiritual guidance sl

47%

45%
42%

Offers pastoral care and support

44%
39%

Teaches younger generations good morals

| do not see the benefit of having churches in the community

Other (please specify)
P P Y 2%



WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS THE BENEFIT OF CHURCHES TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY?
NEW ZEALAND
PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY. @ 2026 (n=1008) @ 2022 (n=996)

62%
60%

Provides social connection

61%
YA

Helping those in need

57%

Provides people with hope
54%

53%
50%

Provides spiritual guidance

48%
45%

Offers pastoral care and support

44%%
44%%

Teaches younger generations good morals

Other (please specify)

| do not see the benefit of having churches in the community



Older generations are more likely to believe social
connections & pastoral support are a benefit

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS THE BENEFIT OF CHURCHES TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY?

S

AUSTRALIA

-

A\

<>

GenZ GenY

47% 53%

35% 45%




Older generations are more likely to believe social
connections & teaching good morals are a benefit

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS THE BENEFIT OF CHURCHES TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY?
NEW ZEALAND

49
GenZ GenY

Offers pastoral

care and 390/0 41 O/O

support

Teachers

younger 33% 44°%

generations
good morals







